The Holocaust
Began Jan. 30, 1933'! e~

Hitler became Chancellor of
ermany)

Ended May 8, 1945
(V.E. Day)—Victory in Europe
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Rationale for Teaching the
Holocaust

» To counter those who say it never happened

» To make historical and contemporary
connections

* To evaluate the risks of the abuse of
technology

Avoiding the idea: “They aren't like us.”

There have been other genocides throughout histdry,

but the Holocaust was the greatest act of annihilation ar]
violence through prejudice in the world’s history. Jews

singled out by Nazi Germany to be completely eradicate
from the world. Six million victims who had families, wh
worked and attended school, who listened to music and
parties, who had hopes, dreams, and wishes for their

families’ future were murdered by Hitler and his follower
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Rationale for Teaching the
Holocaust

* IN Senate Resolution No. 34-JH’s and HS's
should be teaching it

* It was a watershed event in human history.
“We must never forget.”

» Germany in 1933 had a representative
democracy and a constitution that went territ
wrong—fragility of democracy.

» The dangers of indifference/The Bystander
Syndrome.

Holocaust (Shoah)

*means the complete destruction of a large
number of persons

*in Hebrew = “a great and terrible wind”

*The definition you must know: The
Holocaust was a genocide by Nazi Germany
between 1933-1945 to make the world
Judenrein-cleansed of Jews.

Anti-Semitism=Prejudice and
Discrimination Against Jews

« Jews have faced discrimination throughout world history.
— Jews were often blamed for what was wrong and wecesed of being
too smart or too rich or owning too much land.
In ancient Egypt Jews were enslaved.
In the Roman Empire, they were banned from cishgn
They've often been labeled “Christ killers”.

In the Middle Ages, they were forced to live inlled ghettos to keep
them from competing with Christian businesses afideéncing Christial
children.

In 1348 they were accused of causing the BlackiDieapoisoning

wells.

— In the 19 century they were tortured during the Spanish Isitjan.

— In Russia in 1881, pogroms were organized thckihousands of Je!

— In 1879 German Wilhelm Marr taught that Germarlsrged to a
superior/master race while Jews, by nature, wetewe race. He
founded the League of Anti-Semitism.

— The Final Solution: Hitler's plan to murder adis of Europe that beg

June 1941 when Germany invaded the Soviet Union.
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Anti-Semitism

» Jews accounted for less than 1% of the
German population when Hitler took over.

» During the Weimar Republic before Hitler
took power, of the 230 cabinet positions in
Berlin, only 7 were held by Jews.

* Yet Jews were thought to possess all the
power and wealth in Germany after WWI.

In Addition to the Jews, Who
Were the Nazis’ Other
Victims?

5 million others perished under Nazi persecution:

* Roma and Sinti (Gypsies)

» Jehovah's Witnesses

* Homosexuals

» Poles, Slavs, and Serbs

« Political prisoners and political opponents

« Resistance fighters

« The physically and mentally handicapped/disabled
 Blacks

 Habitual criminals

How did the Nazis know who
was Jewish?

* Census in 1933 had “race” as a category.

» Their clothes, habits, and practices made them look different.

* Synagogues and temples kept birth, marriage, and death
records.

* Neighbors and friends turned on them after the Nazis took
over, so they could claim rewards.

e |.D. cards labeled Jews with a “J” after the Nuremberg law
went into effect.

» Jews were later required to sew yellow Stars of Davallto
outer clothing, so they could be easily identified on sight.

Allport’s Levels of Prejudice

Name calling
Isolation
Discrimination
Physical attack
Extermination

Each level, unchecked, leads to the next.
Where do you draw the line?
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ACTS OF PREJUDICE

+ Name Calling * Ridicule « Social Avoidance
- Teliing Belittling Jokes - Social Exclusion

1
PREJUDICED ATTITUDES

- Accepting Stereotypes
- Not Challenging Belittiing Jokes
- Scapegoating (assigning blame to people because of their group identity)

People Involved

Perpetrators-Hundreds of thousands of people who helped kil
11 million: the Nazis, the SS, Hitler's henchmen, etc.

Collaborators-People who were indirectly involved like
foreign governments, people who turned in Jews, and those
running industries that used slave labor

BystandersLargest group; only 20 of 4,000 Jews in a
Lithuanian village in 1944 survived; (“The Dying Girl That No
One Helped”)

RescuersOnly a few thousand; Danes helped rescue 95% of
Danish Jews by getting them to Sweden; but less than half o
1% of Europe’s population (documented cases) helped to
rescue Jews (Don't focus your attention here.)

11 million deaths is the equivalent of killing the total victims 0|
9/11 everyday for 5 years straight. Yet the world did nothing




Three Steps to
Genocide

There are three steps on the
pathway to genocide, according
to historian Raul Hilberg, which
we can trace through the years of
Hitler's control in Europe. Notice
how these steps can be applied to

any situation of prejudice and
discrimination if hate is allowed
to grow.

State-Sponsored
Discrimination

* Prejudice is an attitude.
* Discrimination is an act.

» The Nazi government sponsored a boycott of Je
businesses that lasted 3 days and brought
international outrage which caused Hitler to end
He didn't like negative attention from world
governments.

« Kristallnacht was a pogrom to destroy Jewish
culture and businesses.

Nazi Book Burnings
(May 10, 1933)

The first of a series of book burnings aimed at erasinthe
literary and scientific contributions of intellectuals and
Jews.
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Step 1:_You Will not Live Among
Us As Jews 1933-1938

Boycotts, Nuremberg Laws, Kristallnacht

Boycott of Jewish
Businesses

April 1, 1933

Propaganda

"The essence of propaganda consists in winni
people over to an idea so sincerely, so vitally,
that in the end they succumb to it utterly and
can never escape from it." Joseph Goebbels

"Propaganda is not an end in itself, but a
means to an end. If the means achieves the er
then the means is good......... the new Ministry
has no other aim than to unite the nation
behind the ideal of the national

revolution.” Joseph Goebbels




Discrimination Continues to
Grow

» Sept. 28, 1933, Jews are excluded from all
artistic, dramatic, literary, and film
enterprises.

» Sept. 29, 1933, Jewish farmers lose their
land and Jews lose the right to leave their
families property upon their deaths.

» 37,000 Jews leave the country to live
elsewhere.

Sept. and Oct. 1935 Nuremberg
Laws on Citizenship and Race

» They stripped Jews of their citizenship, which means
have no rights that the government must protect.

» Determined that “being Jewish” wasn't a religious chd
but was determined by one’s blood line (parents and
grandparents)

» Forbade marriages between Jews and those with Ge
“blood” and forbade dating between the two

« Jews were forbidden from employing German female
servants.

» Jews are forbidden from flying the German flag.
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Kristallnacht (Nov. 9-10, 1938)

Now that Jews have no rights because they are no longetizéns,

the Nazis attempt to destroy all Jewish businesses andlture.

Destruction of a Jewish
Cemetery

School ChangesFhe
Poisonous Mushroom

Step 2: _You Will not Live Among Us
1938-1942

The Ghettos




Forced to the
Ghettos

(Over 400 ghettos were created outside of
G B

Scenes from the
Ghettos




Why Didn’'t They Resist
More?

« Hope is powerful

¢ Deception by the Nazis (postcards sent home,
flowers at the train depots, etc.)

¢ They didn't know who the enemy was

« In denial because they'd experienced anti-
Semitism as a people throughout history

¢ Collective responsibility

« Few weapons (Weimar laws prevented citizens
from being armed due to losing WWI)

¢ Dehumanization

Removal to the Camps

Transit Camps-Westorbork held the Franks and
Drancy in Paris was an apartment building holding
children

Concentration CampsDachau outside Munich,
Germany was the first and held political prisoners andl
was opened March 22, 1933

Labor Camps-Worked for 3 months (Doctors
calculated the number of calories they needed each
to stay alive)

Death CampsThese were concentration camps with

special apparatus designed for systematic murder. (A

of these camps were outside of Germany in Poland.)

Jews Being Deported from the
Warsaw Ghetto to the Death
Camps

Step Three:_You Will not Live
1943-1945
The Death Camps (All in Poland)

Auschwitz-Birkenau
Treblinka
Sobibor

Chelmno
Belzec

Majdanek

Death Camps

» The Nazis produced factory death through
the abuse of modern technology

 Treblinka was the size of 2 football fields;
held 20-30 S.S. officers; killed 850,000 in
14 months; contained a phony train depot
with a clock, signs, and flowers
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“Work Makes You Free”

Selection at Auschwitz




Liberation: 1944-1945

Life Begins Again Elsewhere

Nuremberg Trials

Nov. 20, 1945-Oct. 1, 1946 (Phase 1)

American prosecutors picked the spiritual center of the

Third Reich, Nuremberg, for the trials.
Trials were held at the Palace of Justice

It was an international tribunal to try war crimes.
(U.S., France, Britain, and Russia)

This was unique because crimes committed during
wartime had never been considered crimes before.

Simon Wiesenthal captured over 1,000 Nazis.

Goerring, Streicher, Speer, Ribbentrop, and Hess we
the major defendants.

Hitler, Himmler, and Goebbels committed suicide

rather than face prosecution.




We must bear witness because
soon there will be no more
survivors. Speak for them through
your voices and/our actions.




